REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

(CONSULTING SERVICES – INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANTS) 

Republic of Serbia

PHRD GRANT ON STRENGTHENING AGRICULTURE SECTOR CAPACITIES FOR EVIDENCE-BASED POLICY MAKING (PHRD)

Project ID No. P167786

Assignment Title:

Assessment of the contribution base for the calculation of the pension and tax contributions for the agricultural producers in Serbia PART A – Modelling and identification of typologies of agricultural holdings, Reference No. SER-GA-IC-CS-21-05-2
The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development and Development/International Development Association (“Bank”) has granted to the Republic of Serbia (RoS) USD 1,8 million loan for strengthening the M&E capacity and systems of Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management of the Republic of Serbia (MoAFWM) and its decentralized services for evidence-based strategic planning in agriculture and rural development”. The Grant’s objective is in line with the broad objective of the PRIME window, which is to enhance the use evidence-based decision making in government systems, by strengthening the M&E systems of recipient ministries in priority sectors, including agriculture.
RoS intends to apply part of the proceeds to payments for consulting services to be procured under this project.
The scope of work of the Consultant to conduct Assessment of the contribution base for the calculation of the pension and tax contributions for the agricultural producers in Serbia PART A – Modelling and identification of typologies of agricultural holdings (the Consultant) shall include, but not be limited to the following: Description of the current system with the assessment of weak and strong points in the system; Develop typologies of RAH using Standard Output (SO) taking into consideration national context and especially statistical differences in income of agricultural producers and other sectors of the economy; Describe and justify the methodological approach used for the classification; Describing the general characteristics of each type of farms that is identified; Categorize typologies according to the possibility of meeting the prescribed fiscal obligations – taxes and social security contributions; Analyze and assess the potential number and value of unregistered farmers and/or unregistered production (as a difference of values in the RAH and State Statistical Office); Propose the remedial actions for unregistered farmers/production; Assessment of the agricultural pension systems in other countries which would be applicable in the proposed Serbian context in order to identify potential challenges in the implementation of the changes.
The Consultant shall have the following Qualifications and Experience: University degree attested by diploma in agriculture, management, economics, organization sciences, natural sciences, monitoring and evaluation; Postgraduate Degree in one or more of the above is highly desirable. At least 6 years of demonstrated work experience in the application of statistical methods and tools, data collection and manipulation, estimation and approximation of indicators etc. Written and spoken fluency in local language is requirement. Written and spoken fluency in English is required. Computer literacy is required

The detailed Terms of References for the above referenced consulting services is posted on the official website of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management http://www.minpolj.gov.rs/category/javni-pozivi/javni-pozivi-u-2021-godini/ .
The CFU of the Ministry of Finance now invites eligible individual consultants to indicate their interest in providing the above services. Interested consultants should provide Cover Letter and CV representing description of qualifications, experience in similar assignments and availability of required skills (scanned diplomas to be sent with CV).
The evaluation criteria for this assignment are:

•
Specific Experience relevant to the Assignment                   
(60 Points)

•
Qualifications and Competence relevant to the Assignment 
(40 Points)

The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraph 3.16 and 3.17 of the World Bank’s Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers – Procurement in Investment Project Financing Goods, Works, Non-Consulting and Consulting Services, July 2016, revised November 2017 and August 2018 (“the Regulations”) setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.  

A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the Open Competitive Selection of Individual Consultants as set out in the Regulations.

Interested consultants may obtain further information from the CFU at the address below from 09:00 to 15:00 hours. 
Expressions of interest in English language must be delivered to the e-mail address below by September 3, 2021, 12:00 noon, local time.
When submitting Expressions of interest please indicate title of assignment and reference number for which you are applying.
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