REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

(CONSULTING SERVICES – INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANTS) 

Republic of Serbia

SERBIA COMPETITIVE AGRICULTURE PROJECT (SCAP)
Project ID No. P167634
Assignment Title: 

Local project advisor 1, ref. No. SER-SCAP-IC-CS-21-19
Local project advisor 2, ref. No. SER-SCAP-IC-CS-21-20

Local project advisor 3, ref. No. SER-SCAP-IC-CS-21-21

Local project advisor 4, ref. No. SER-SCAP-IC-CS-21-22

Local project advisor 5, ref. No. SER-SCAP-IC-CS-21-23

Local project advisor 6, ref. No. SER-SCAP-IC-CS-21-24

Local project advisor 7, ref. No. SER-SCAP-IC-CS-21-25

Local project advisor 8, ref. No. SER-SCAP-IC-CS-21-26

Local project advisor 9, ref. No. SER-SCAP-IC-CS-21-27

Local project advisor 10, ref. No. SER-SCAP-IC-CS-21-28
The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) has granted to the Republic of Serbia (RoS) EUR 45,8 million loan for Serbia Competitive Agriculture Project (SCAP). The project will support a broader agriculture policy reform process by addressing sector needs at the level of agri-food producers (Component 1) and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management- MAFWM (Component 2). The project will also contribute towards improving the resilience of small and medium-size agri-food producers and will work towards strengthening the role of women in productive decisions and market access.

RoS intends to apply part of the proceeds to payments for consulting services to be procured under this project.

Local Project Advisors will be located at the offices of Regional public extension office as follows: 

Local Project Advisor 1

Place of work: Vranje- Regional public extension office in Vranje

Geographical scope: Local Project Advisor 1 will cover territory of city of Vranje and following municipalities: Bosilegrad, Bujanovac, Vladičin Han, Preševo, Surdulica and Trgovište. 

Local Project Advisor 2

Place of work: Niš- Regional public extension office in Niš

Geographical scope: Local Project Advisor 2 will cover territory of city of Niš and following municipalities: Aleksinac, Gadžin Han, Doljevac, Merošina, Ražanj and Svrljig.

Local Project Advisor 3

Place of work: Leskovac- Regional public extension office in Leskovac

Geographical scope: Local Project Advisor 3 will cover territory of city of Leskovac and following municipalities: Bojnik, Vlasotince, Lebane, Medveđa and Crna Trava.

Local Project Advisor 4

Place of work: Negotin- Regional public extension office in Negotin

Geographical scope: Local Project Advisor 4 will cover territory of city of Bor and following municipalities: Negotin, Kladovo and Majdanpek.

Local Project Advisor 5

Place of work: Novi Pazar- Regional public extension office in Novi Pazar

Geographical scope: Local Project Advisor 1 will cover territory of city of Novi Pazar and following municipalities: Sjenica and Tutin.

Local Project Advisor 6

Place of work: Pirot- Regional public extension office in Pirot

Geographical scope: Local Project Advisor 1 will cover territory of city of Pirot and following municipalities: Babušnica, Bela Palanka, and Dimitrovgrad.

Local Project Advisor 7

Place of work: Požarevac- Regional public extension office in Požarevac

Geographical scope: Local Project Advisor 7 will cover territory of city of Požarevac and following municipalities: Veliko Gradište, Golubac, Žabari, Žagubica, Kučevo, Malo Crniće and Petrovac na Mlavi.

Local Project Advisor 8

Place of work: Prokuplje- Regional public extension office in Prokuplje

Geographical scope: Local Project Advisor 8 will cover territory of city of Prokuplje and following municipalities: Blace, Žitorađa and Kuršumlija.

Local Project Advisor 9 

Place of work: Belgrade- Regional public extension office in Belgrade

Geographical scope: Local Project Advisor 9 will cover territory of city of Belgrade and following municipalities: Mladenovac, Barajevo, Voždovac, Rakovica, Sopot, Čukarica, Obrenovac, Lazarevac, Zemun, Novi Beograd, Palilula, Surčin i Grocka.

Local Project Advisor 10

Place of work: Belgrade- Regional public extension office in Belgrade

Geographical scope: Local Project Advisor 10 will cover territory of city of Belgrade and following municipalities: Mladenovac, Barajevo, Voždovac, Rakovica, Sopot, Čukarica, Obrenovac, Lazarevac, Zemun, Novi Beograd, Palilula, Surčin i Grocka.

The scope of work of the Local Project Advisor shall include, but not be limited to the following:  Assisting PMT with raising awareness and promoting SCAP Grant Program among farmers, agro-processors, agri-sector service providers and other local sector stakeholders; Assisting PMT with the dissemination of information about SCAP calls for proposals among farmers and SMEs; Assisting PMT with monitoring the implementation of individual project of beneficiaries financed under the SCAP Grant Program; Assisting PMT with monitoring of beneficiaries compliance with procurement procedures, and assisting beneficiaries in procurement activities in line with the procedures outlined in the GOM;

Assisting farmers and SMEs with the preparation of the EoI and business plans and the preparation of the full application package; the assistance will be both technical, focusing on the content of the applications, as well as procedural, focusing on guidance with the application process, including the support required for beneficiaries to successfully engage with commercial banks, as required under the business plan formulation; Assisting grant beneficiaries with the implementation requirements of the Grant Agreements; Assisting PMT with the regular supervision of environmental and social screening and mitigation measures for individual project activities; Assisting PMT with organizing and implementing of the on-the-spot controls of individual projects of beneficiaries; Supporting beneficiaries to ensure effective implementation progress of individual projects; Assisting PMT in the process of cooperation with key stakeholders (Local Governments, Extension Services, local NGOs, farmers associations and farmers, commercial banks) at local level; Assisting PMT with the organization and implementation of beneficiary surveys (including baseline surveys) and to address complaints/feedback from Project stakeholders and the public, including grievances regarding environmental/social impacts of individual projects; Supporting beneficiaries with the preparation of progress reports on SCAP Grant program implementation; Collecting data about farmers, farm structure, farmers organizations and other information relevant for improving SCAP implementation in each region; Assisting PMT with the organization and implementation of training activities for potential grant applicants, agri-sector service providers and project beneficiaries; Assisting PMT in managing day-to day activities during preparation and implementation SCAP Grants Program and other related jobs; Assisting PMT with the initial screening of grant applications to confirm basic eligibility criteria are met for admission in the SCAP grants program; Assisting PMT in evaluating grant applications on the basis of the pre-selection criteria defined for the SCAP Grants Program and establishing the ranking list of grant applications in the respective regions; Assisting PMT with the preparation of the ranking list of grant applications in the respective regions to the SCAP Selection Committee (SC) for review and pre-approval; Assisting PMT with the preparation of any information and documentation related to the Grant Program and applicants as requested by the Grant Coordinator and/or SCAP Selection Committee (SC); Assisting PMT with organizing the signing of the grant contract and other related documents with the selected grant applicants; Conduct any other task as requested by the Project Coordinator and/or Grant Coordinator related to project implementation.

Required Qualifications and Experience: University degree in the field of agricultural economics, economics or related disciplines (management, finance, accounting) is preferred; Computer literacy and ability to use Word, Excel, PowerPoint is preferred; Written and spoken fluency in English is preferred; Valid driving licence, B category, is required; 3 years of work experience with farmers, association of farmers and agricultural cooperatives is desirable; Good communication skills are desirable; Knowledge about the geographical, socio-economic, agricultural and demographic characteristics of the specific region is desirable.
The detailed Terms of References for the above referenced consulting services is posted on the official website of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management http://www.minpolj.gov.rs/category/javni-pozivi/javni-pozivi-u-2021-godini/.

The CFU of the Ministry of Finance now invites eligible individual consultants to indicate their interest in providing the above services. Interested consultants must provide Cover Letter and CV representing description of required qualifications and experience, similar experience relevant to the Assignment and possession of appropriate skills (scanned diplomas to be sent with CV).

The evaluation criteria for each assignment:

•
Specific Experience relevant to the Assignment                   
(60 Points)

•
Qualifications and Competence relevant to the Assignment 
(40 Points)

The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraph 3.16 and 3.17 of the World Bank’s Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers – Procurement in Investment Project Financing Goods, World, Non-Consulting and Consulting Services, July 2016, revised November 2017 and August 2018 (“the Regulations”) setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.  

A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the Open Competitive Selection of Individual Consultants as set out in the Regulations.

Interested consultants may obtain further information from the CFU at the address below from 09:00 to 15:00 hours. 
Expressions of interest in English language must be delivered to the e-mail address below by October 20, 2021, 12:00 noon, local time.
When submitting Expressions of interest please indicate assignment and reference number for which you are applying.
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