REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

(CONSULTING SERVICES – INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANTS) 

Republic of Serbia

Serbia Agriculture Competitive Project (SCAP)

Project ID No. P167634
Assignment Title: Senior IT Consultant
Reference No.: SER-SCAP-IC-CS-23-72
Office location: Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, Belgrade
Expected duration: 6 months
The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management (MAFWM) has received financing from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) (“World Bank”) for implementation of the Serbia Agriculture Competitive Project (SCAP) and intends to apply part of the proceeds for consulting services. 

The objective of the Project is to improve access to markets and information systems for agricultural producers in Serbia. This will be achieved through a) improving productivity of small and medium scale farmers by strengthening advisory and technical support; b) supporting market access of small and medium scale farmers (including finance and business planning capacity); c) improving government systems to strengthen the enabling environment for all agricultural producers (including capacity building for the Ministry, information systems, and data platform).
Main objective of the Consultants is to, based on the prepared ICT Strategy of the MAFWM and its Feasibility Study, prepare detailed technical specifications for two (2) groups of priority interventions in software procurements and one (1) hardware procurement.
The scope of work of the Consultant will be as follows: 
· Preparation of IT technical specifications and/or ToRs for procurements under SCAP. These services comprise analysis of user requirements (functional and non-functional, in writing and oral, in form of: needs assessment, business process analysis and re-engineering) related to design and implementation of new information systems or related consulting services. The Consultant will conduct workshops and meetings (online or face to face meetings, in Serbian language) aiming to collect, prioritize and classify user requirements. Prepared technical specifications and/or ToRs should be tenderable documents, which will be complied with the WB Procurement Regulations in cooperation with the Central Fiduciary Units of the Ministry of Finance (CFU). 

· Technical support to procurement processes under SCAP in IT area: support the MAFWM and CFU in preparation of answers to clarification requests; participation in evaluation of bids and/or preparation of inputs for evaluation reports..

The Consultant shall have the following qualifications and experience: 
Mandatory:

· University Degree in Electrical Engineering or Computer Science or Programming or Mathematics, or related technical science 

· At least 10 (ten) years of professional working experience in IT (information technology)

· At least 8 (eight) years of professional working experience in software design and development, including analysis of business processes, project management  and creation of technical specifications and project documentation 

· At least 3 (three) years of experience in designing, developing and implementing IT systems in the public sector 

· Excellent oral and written communication skills in English and in Serbian. 

Advantages:

· Following competences will be considered as a distinctive advantage (Specific experience relevant for the assignment): 

· Higher University Degree (Master Degree or PhD) in information systems

· More than 10 (ten) years of professional working experience in IT 

· Proven experience in creation (drafting) of technical specifications for software (at least one contract successfully realized in last three years, where the contract had as its subject: creation of IT technical specifications and/or Terms of Reference)

· Strong working knowledge of software design and business process analysis as a part of the software development lifecycle (at least 7 years of experience in software engineering, comprising software design and business process analysis as a part of the job).
The detailed Terms of Reference for the above referenced consulting services is posted on the official website of the MAFWM: http://www.minpolj.gov.rs/category/javni-pozivi/javni-pozivi-u-2023-godini/.
The MAFWM and the CFU now invites eligible individual consultants to indicate their interest in providing the above services. Interested consultants must provide Cover Letter and CV representing description of qualifications, experience in similar assignments and availability of required skills (scanned diplomas to be sent with CV). 
The evaluation criteria for the assignment are as follows:

•
Specific Experience relevant to the Assignment                   
(60 Points)

•
Qualifications and Competence relevant to the Assignment 
(40 Points)

The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraph 3.14, 3.16 and 3.17 of the World Bank’s Procurement Regulations for Investment Project Financing (IPF) Borrowers, Procurement in Investment Project Financing Goods, Works, Non-Consulting, and Consulting Services (updated November 2020) (“the Regulations”) setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.  

A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the Open Competitive Selection of Individual Consultants as set out in the Regulations. The type of contract will be lump-sum contract.
Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below during office hours.
Expressions of interest in English language must be delivered to the e-mail addresses below by October 17, 2023, 12:00 noon, local time.
When submitting Expressions of Interest please indicate assignment title and reference number for which you are applying.
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